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September is National Preparedness Month! 

How did Albany County MRC               
volunteers contribute to this honor? 

 

 Participating in shelter trainings 
with the American Red Cross of              
Northeastern New York 

 Assembling flu-prevention kits 
and emergency backpacks for 
daycare providers. 

 Visiting and sharing the                  
Albany County MRC page on 
www.RegisteredandReady.com 

Albany County Citizen Corps Wins FEMA Community 

Preparedness Award 

We are excited and honored to announce that  the Albany County               
Citizen Corps, has been selected as the winner of the Federal                   
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 2014 Individual and                    
Community Preparedness Award for:                                                               
Outstanding Local Citizen Corps Initiatives!  

 

Some of the initiatives recognized include: 

 Partnership with the Capital District Day Care Coordinating Council 
to provide preparedness resources for children and providers; 

 Collaboration between the Albany County MRC, Sheriff’s Office, 
and the American Red Cross of Northeastern New York regarding 
emergency sheltering volunteer training; 

 National Preparedness Month 2013 activities, including an                  
emergency preparedness quiz contest and Disaster Kit Cook-Off. 

 

Albany County Citizen Corps brings together government,                   
community leaders, emergency managers, non-profit and volunteer 
organizations with a direct interest in strengthening preparedness in 
our community.  Our Albany County MRC unit is an active member of 
the Citizen Corps Council, and many of you, our amazing volunteers, 
have directly contributed to this achievement!  Thank you for your             
continued efforts and service to Albany County.                                                                                

Click here to read the complete FEMA news release.  

Did you know you can request a complimentary family preparedness 
planning kit?  By preparing for all types of emergencies that could occur 
here in Albany County, you and your family will be ready should it be 
necessary.   

To request a kit, please visit: 
http://www.registeredandready.com/preparedness.aspx 

For National Preparedness Month info, visit: http://www.ready.gov/ 
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The Albany County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Volunteer Newsletter 
is designed to keep our volunteers informed about Albany County’s  

emergency preparedness efforts, volunteer training opportunities and  
pertinent emergency preparedness news. 

http://www.registeredandready.com/partners/medicalReserveCorps.aspx
http://www.fema.gov/news-release/2014/09/03/fema-honors-achievement-community-preparedness
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.registeredandready.com/preparedness.aspx
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.albanycounty.com/
https://www.medicalreservecorps.gov/HomePage
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What are Wireless Emergency Alerts? 

A tornado drops from the sky. It is minutes from a small town.  Hundreds 

of people are in danger. In addition to weather warnings and sirens, what 

if a message could be sent to mobile phones? 

 

That’s the idea behind Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA). 

 

Wireless Emergency Alerts are text messages that will indicate the type 

and duration of emergency, any action you should take, and the agency 

issuing the alert. The message will be no more than 90 characters and will 

include a special tone and vibration, both repeated twice. 

 

The alerts are sent by authorized government authorities, including the 

Department of Homeland Security and the National Weather Service. 

 

The type of alerts you may receive are: 

 Imminent Threats and Local Emergencies (which includes weather 

warnings) 

 AMBER Alerts 

 Presidential Messages in the event of a national emergency 

 

WEA use radio technology to broadcast the alert from cell phone  

towers to all mobile devices in the area of the threat.  For example, many 

Albany County residents received alerts over the summer warning of flash 

flooding in different municipalities. 

 

There is no charge for these emergency alert messages and you do not 

have to sign-up for them; they are sent automatically through your cell 

phone provider. 

 

Adapted from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA)’s Weather-Ready Nation, Wireless Emergency Alerts: Real  

Stories, May 28, 2014.  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/news/130313_wea_stories.html 

Example of a Wireless  

Emergency Alert. 

Photo credit: NOAA Weather-Ready Nation  

Want more info about Wireless Emergency Alerts?                                

Read the Frequently Asked Questions here: 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/wea.html 

How can you tell the  

difference between regular  

text messages and                           

Wireless Emergency Alerts 

(WEA)? 

 

WEA use a special (loud!) 

tone and vibration. 
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MRC Volunteer, Jack Guzewich, says: 

“I use the Red Cross ones on my smart phone. Among 
other things I get automatic alerts when there is severe 
weather where ever I am at the time.”  
To learn more, visit: 

http://www.redcross.org/prepare/mobile-apps 

MRC Volunteer, Brenda-Jean Mackesey, RN, says: 

“I use WeatherBug.”  
This provides real-time forecasts and fast alerts to  
severe weather. 

To learn more, visit:                                                                    

http://weather.weatherbug.com/weatherbug-apps.html 

MRC Volunteer, Patrick Broderick, Rph, says: 

“The apps I have used prior to the presentation were 
Accuweather, as well an NOAA Hi-Def Radar.                        
As a result of the discussion, I have added the Radar 
Scope app.”  

To learn more, visit: 

http://radarscope.tv/products/ 

SKYWARN Training Recap at the National  

Weather Service 
On June 7, 2014, 24 MRC volunteers, Citizen Corps members, and  

Department of Health staff gathered at the National Weather Service (NWS), 

Albany Forecast Office, for the Spring/Summer installment of SKYWARN 

Training.  In addition to learning more about severe weather like flooding,  

thunderstorms, lightning and hurricanes, volunteers were also invited to tour 

the NWS office.  By completing this training, we have helped strengthen our 

community resilience against extreme weather emergencies.  

 

This training sparked a great discussion about weather-related emergency  

preparedness “apps” for your smart phone.  Read below for some tried and 

tested recommendations from your fellow  

volunteers! 

Please note: The opinions expressed in this article are of each volunteer indicated and do not reflect the  
views of the Albany County Department of Health. 

MRC Volunteer, John Driessen, RN, says : 
“WeatherBug lets you see the weather in your favorite 
places or where you have family...NOAA Hi Def Radar 
has many of the same features we saw @ NWS                 
forecast center.” 
To learn more, visit: 

http://www.weathersphere.com/products/noaa-hi-def-
radar 
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Update your ServNY Profile Reminder! 

On September 2, 2014 all Albany County MRC members should have received                   
an e-mail notification requesting volunteers review and update their ServNY profiles.  

This is crucial, as having updated information allows us to rapidly                                   
contact volunteers in times of need! 

If you haven’t already, please log into ServNY by clicking on the link below:  

https://apps.nyhealth.gov/vms/appmanager/vms/public?prog=1 

Albany County does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, gender, age,  

gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, disability, genetic information, veteran status or marital status in its programs and activities. 

Questions or Comments?   
Please contact: 

Maureen Casale, MPH 

Public Health Planner, MRC Coordinator 

(518) 447-4610 

maureen.casale@albanycounty.com 

Volunteer Recognition Dinner 2014 

On April 10, 2014, our most active Albany County 
MRC volunteers were honored at the biennial 
recognition dinner at the Fuller Road Fire House in 
Albany.  Albany County Executive Daniel P. 
McCoy, as well as Health Commissioner James B. 
Crucetti, MD,  MPH, shared a few words with  
attendees.  Volunteers also enjoyed MRC-logo 
cupcakes while learning about past MRC  
deployments across New York from NY State  
Volunteer Coordinator, Judy Homer.  Thank you 
again to all honorees for your commitment to public 
health preparedness! 
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