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Minutes 
Albany County Planning Board 

April 17, 2014 
 
 

Present: 
Michael DeVall, Chair, Bill Anslow, Paul Cooney, Tim Garufi, Vincent McArdle, David Reilly, Dominic 
Rigosu, Scott Segal 
 
Albany County Planning: 
Leslie Lombardo 
 
Secretary: 
Janis Dunham Relyea 
 
Guests: 
Cynthia Kunz, Fred Early, Mary Pape, Chuck Chisoholm, Barbara Heinzen, Andy Brick, Esq., Brian 
Sipperly, Sylvia Lawer, Larry Conrad, Steve Powers 
 
A call to order: 
Michael DeVall called the meeting to order at 3:30 
 
Approval of minutes: 
A motion to accept the minutes from the March 20, 2014 meeting was made by Paul Cooney.  The 
motion was seconded by Vincent McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Chairman DeVall asked if there was a motion to move three cases to the front of the agenda to 
accommodate guests. 
A motion to hear cases 5-140401946, 17-140401935 and 7-140401928 first was made by Vincent 
McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Dominic Rigosu and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case #5-140401946 
Town of Coeymans and Coeymans Recycling Center LLC- 
Local Law #4 of 2014 to rezone lands to Industrial, West Side of SR 144, east side of NYS Thruway, south 
of LaFarge facility property and north of intersection of River Road and SR 144, Coeymans 
A local law to amend the zoning code and zoning map to rezone nine properties from R-2 and R-A to 
Industrial-1. The local law states that the amendment will bring the code and map into conformity with 
the "manner in which these properties have been utilized for years". It further states that the Town 
Comprehensive Plan recommends industrial use classification for the properties. The properties are all 
adjacent to one another, total 310 acres, and are located in between SR 144 and the NYS Thruway. 
There is a local street, Riverview Drive, (dead end) that accesses a large portion of the properties. 
Riverview Drive has access to SR 144.  There is currently an application for permits from the NYS DEC to 
build a bridge across the Coeymans Creek to connect Riverview Drive to another section of  SR 144 
directly across from the entrance to the Port of Coeymans.  The Coeymans Creek bisects the properties 
to be rezoned before entering the Hudson River a short distance from SR 144. Sewer and water 
infrastructure is limited in the area. The properties were previously rezoned industrial by the Town in 
2013 as part of townwide rezoning amendments, but the zoning amendments were nullified in March 
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2014 by the NY State Sumpreme Court in an Article 78 proceeding.  There is a mix of uses on the 
properties including commercial uses and vacant land.  The properties have steep slopes, ravines, 
streams and wetlands.   
 
Staff Opinion: Modify local approval to include:     
1. Any comments received from the adjacent municipalities’ notified and adjacent property owners 
should be considered by the Town before any approval is granted. 
 
Advisory Note: The Albany County Planning Board has included a list of advisory statements and 
encourages the town to consider the analysis of the impacts from total build out of the properties 
proposed for rezoning on traffic and the Coeymans creek. 
 
As part of a significant change in zoning for a large amount of acreage a municipality should analyze the 
potential build out of the acreage involved for the types of uses that are allowed in the proposed zoning.   
The impacts from uses that are allowed should be addressed; such as increased truck traffic, sewer and 
water availability, soil stability on steep slopes, and natural resource protection.  Those impacts should 
consider the surrounding community. 
 
1. The Coeymans Creek bisects the properties to be rezoned from R-A/R-2 to Industrial.  The creek is a 
designated stream C(TS) by NYS DEC protected under Article 15 NYCRR Part 608, Protection of  Waters 
Program, the C classification is for water supporting fisheries and the (TS) indicates support of trout 
spawning.  DEC sampling has determined Coeymans Creek to be moderately impacted and that 
protective measures should be taken to avoid further degradation of water quality.  NY State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has already noted non-permitted stream disturbances 
on some of the properties designated for the proposed rezoning in their letter dated 8/9/2013. 
 
The lands being rezoned from Residential and Agriculture to Industrial are adjacent to an area 
designated by the NYS Division of Coastal Resources and Waterfront Revitalization as a Scenic Area of 
Statewide Significance (report date  July 1993).   The designated area is at the mouth of the Coeymans 
Creek and south along the Hudson River.   
 
Given these circumstances the town should consider providing additional language in the local law to 
provide a buffer to the Coeymans Creek and to the steep slopes that are alongside other streams on the 
property in the proposed Industrial District.   The Town can draw from its Comprehensive Plan which 
emphasizes the preservation of natural resources.  An example of a buffer specifically to the Coeymans 
Creek by the adjacent Town of Bethlehem is 100’. 
 
2. Information related to a traffic analysis for a proposed bridge connection from Riverview Drive to SR 
144 is provided in the proposed rezoning file.  The proposed bridge would connect the properties to be 
rezoned directly to the entrance to the Port of Coeymans.  While the reference to the traffic analysis for 
the bridge itself is helpful it does not appear to address the total build out of the acreage involved for 
rezoning as noted by NYS DOT Region One in their email dated March 13, 2014 sent to NYS Division of 
Historic Preservation.  It would be advisable to have a traffic analysis for the total build out of industrial 
uses reviewed by NYS DOT to confirm that the capacity of SR 144 and SR 143 is sufficient and what if any 
changes may be needed in the future to accommodate build out of the property. 
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3. The town may want to consider applying for assistance from the Capital District Transportation 
Committee (CDTC) through their Linkage Study funding in order to address the issues raised of truck 
traffic in and around the Port of Coeymans impacting State routes 144 and 143 as well as the hamlet 
area of the town.  Information about the Linkage Study program is available on the CDTC website 
http://www.cdtcmpo.org.  Applications for funding in 2015 would be accepted in the fall of 2014. 
 
Chairman DeVall said guests would be able to speak, but first wanted to explain the difference between 
the County Planning Board and local boards.  There are a range of issues for this review, but most are 
outside of our purview.  The ACPB is guided by NYS GML 239, we have to look at impacts to specific 
areas, such as county and state roads, adjacent municipalities and drainage. 
 
Paul Cooney asked who will own the bridge. 
 
Michael DeVall said at this time the bridge is not before the board as an application.  He said he 
understands that in the future the bridge may become a county bridge as other bridges have been 
required to be maintained by the county, but that is not before us now.  He invited guests to speak on 
the review. 
 
Coeymans resident Barbara Heinzen said that she was one of the parties in the lawsuit against the Town 
that reversed the last zoning attempt.  This rezoning proposal is a way to get around the lawsuit.  The 
applicant has said they don’t have time to wait for a townwide rezoning to be redone.  The staff has 
summarized many of their issues so won’t repeat them.  We need an EIS, a positive declaration on the 
SEQR for an environmental study to explore the issues involved here.  
 
Andy Brick, attorney for Coeymans Recycling Center, LLC (CRC) stated that the judge in the case turned 
down the rezoning because he said he can’t find enough SEQR analysis.  His client has significant 
economic possibilities and does not want to wait for an appeal and the Town of Coeymans took his 
application to rezone 3 properties and added 6 other properties to it.  CRC provided all the information 
on the three properties; town sent it in for nine properties.  He said the previous town zoning attempt 
did provide the 100’ buffer to the creek that the staff talks about.  So maybe it could be added here.  To 
answer the question about the ownership of the bridge brought up earlier, the bridge is privately 
owned, it goes between a private road, (the town has released ownership of Riverview Drive to his 
client) and SR 144, his client is not going to give it over. 
 
Coeymans resident Cynthia Kunz stated the comprehensive plan encourages economic development 
and approved light industry in that part of the town.  She feels the comprehensive plan should be 
followed. 
 
Coeymans resident Mary Pape stated that her property is zoned residential however the noise from the 
industrial zone interrupts her sleep.  She is not in favor of expanding the industrial zone she feels this 
will encroach on the residential zone and even though she is a mile away the noise is just too much.  The 
noise has also affected property values for those who don’t even live in the industrial zone.  She 
understands that business needs to do business; she blames the town for not handling this whole thing 
correctly. 
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Cynthia Kunz said her house is a half of a mile from the sewer plant and there are lots of buffers to it, 
but still her house has a reduction in value because of the industry use nearby.  The Town is not getting 
enough taxes from businesses expanding to offset the problems residents are getting. 
 
Mary Pape also said there are not enough taxes from businesses getting collected. 
 
Syliva Lawer, resident of Coeymans and member of the Water Quality Council said she agrees with 
Barbara Heinzen and feels an EIS should be completed at the very least, a positive declaration is needed.  
She stated that the lawsuit was a last resort we tried to get a compromise with the town and business, 
but they would not talk. 
 
Michael DeVall said that since she was late he wanted to inform her that these issues are not within our 
jurisdiction, she needs to address those issues with the town. 
 
Paul Cooney asked if this was a case of spot zoning.  
 
Andy Brick said it is in the comprehensive plan to have industry here. 
 
Barbara Heinzen said she disagrees. 
 
Mary Pape said she worked on the Local Waterfront Revitalization Committee and this is not what we 
wanted when we worked on that plan. 
 
Andy Brick said the map shows industrial zoning. 
 
Syliva Lawer asked why are they adding more parcels?  Trying to avoid spot zoning they talked about. 
 
Andy Brick said Judge Lynch decided not to pay attention to the County decision from the last rezone, it 
says that in the decision.  He read… 
 
Michael DeVall said reading the decision was not necessary, he asked Leslie to speak to the spot zoning 
comment. 
 
Leslie Lombardo stated the draft zoning map dated 2007 from the comprehensive plan shows the 
properties as Industrial.  I can only go by what we have in the file.  The town provided the map, it shows 
the property grey for industrial, there is a letter from the Town planning board in support, it outlines all 
of the uses that have been allowed in the past…Also we have been told in the past by NYS Dept. of State 
Local Government Services that home rule dictates, the local municipality has the right to zone, we do 
not have that jurisdiction, but the advisory here states what should be considered before rezoning. 
 
Barbara Heinzen said the comprehensive plan and the maps were not prepared at the same time, the 
map was added later.  The implications that this acreage has been used for industry is misleading to 
imply all property was intended for industry.  Only 10% of the land has been used for industry. 
 
Andy Brick said that Judge Lynch did not find any evidence of spot zoning. 
 
Paul Cooney asked Leslie if the comprehensive plan was ever adopted. 
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Leslie said yes, it was adopted, the map is listed as draft, but the town has it posted on the website as 
adopted comprehensive plan. 
 
Michael DeVall asked if there was a motion. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Vincent McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
Cooney and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
 
 
Case # 17-140401935 
Price Chopper – signs 
515 19th Street, Watervliet 
Area variances from sign regulations to allow a grocery store to have two monument signs where only 
one is allowed, to have more than the allowed square footage with 42 s.f. where 36 s.f. is allowed and 
for a sign to be setback 8’ where 20’ is required.  In addition, a variance is needed for the number of wall 
signs allowed; one wall sign is allowed with 75 s.f. and six are proposed at 170 s.f. total.  The maximum 
signage allowed by code is 100 s.f.  The proposal is for 212 s.f. 
 
Staff opinion is to defer to local consideration.  
 
Advisory Note:  The City Zoning Board should consider the precedent setting nature of allowing 
significant area variances to the sign code in the commercial zone. 
 
Michael DeVall asked if guests had comment. 
 
Fred Early from Sign Works gave a description of the sign request and offered to answer any questions 
that the board may have.  
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
 
Case # 7-140401928 
New Life Covenant Church 
685 Watervliet Shaker Road/SR 155, north side of SR 155, east side of exit 5 ramp from Northway, 
Colonie 
Site plan for construction of a one story 36,601 s.f. place of worship on 24 acres with parking for 449 
cars.  Access will be to SR 155 with a fully operational driveway located in between the exit 5 ramp from 
the Northway, which has a traffic signal, and the post office driveway (a.k.a. Moffat Lane).  Applicant 
states that traffic generated by the use will be primarily on weekends and Wednesday evenings for 
classes, which does not conflict with the post office hours.  There are 7.86 acres of ACOE wetlands on 
the site, some of which will be disturbed by the parking lot.  There are three stormwater management 
basins shown on the site plan and porous pavement will be used in some areas of the parking lot.  
Applicant also states that there will be a proposed future development on the vacant area of the 
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property along the frontage of SR 155.  This project was previously reviewed by ACPB for variances in 
May 2013 (case #7-13/5/1685). 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local law to include: 
 

1.  Any wetlands disturbance will require notification to a review by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

2. A Notice of Intent filed with the NYSDEC affirming that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
has been prepared is being implemented or submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan that is consistent with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges (GP-
01-10-001, January 29, 2010) for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land. 

3. If a crane is used during construction then a review by the FAA (Form 74600-1 available from 
www.faa.gov) an notification to Albany Airport Authority for FAA FAR Part 77 Aeronautical 
Impact Notification for temporary construction related and structural incursions within the 
prescribed Runway Approach Surfaces. 

4. Review by the NYSDOT for design of highway access, drainage and assessment of road capacity. 
5. The traffic analysis should include a total build out of the property given the future development 

shown on the site plan in order to assess the impact to SR 155 and CR 152. 
 
Advisory:  The Town should revisit the use of Moffat Lane for the projects access in order to eliminate 
the use of another driveway alongside Moffat. 
 
Michael DeVall asked if guests had comment. 
 
Andy Brick, Esq. said he represented the applicant and addressed the board.  He explained the reason 
they proposed a driveway to SR 155 is because the Town of Colonie legal department will not permit 
them to use Moffat Lane.   
 
Brain Sipperly talked about Moffat lane access issues.  He said they are willing to move the driveway 
west if town and DOT want them too.  Church’s priority is to get the church built, not in the business of 
future development, but provided that as a taxing piece for the town in the future. 
 
Bill Anslow and Paul Cooney discussed their concerns for the access, the use of a new driveway instead 
of using Moffat lane., the addition of a future use,  the layout of the driveway in close proximity to 
Moffat and the entrance ramp to Northway, etc.  Discussion followed about the driveway moving west 
and the loss of future development area. 

 
Andy Brick said the recommendation for an additional traffic study would mean more of an expense for 
his client. 
 
The board had a brief discussion of the staff opinions. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
 
 

http://www.faa.gov/
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GML CASES RECOMMENDED FOR DEFER TO LOCAL CONSIDERATION 
 

A motion was made by Dominic Rigosu to consider the cases for Defer to Local Consideration and to 
approve as is.  There were 10 cases.  The motion was seconded by Vincent McArdle and unanimously 
approved by the board. 
 
 Case # 7-140401924 
Frank Figliomeni (Professor Java’s) 
217 Wolf Road, southeast corner of Wolf Road and Ulenski Drive, Colonie 
Area variance from the front yard setback to allow an existing non-conforming building used for a café 
business.  The property is a corner lot, the addition is on the local street side with a 7.2’ front yard, 
where 20’ is required. 
 
Case 7-140401926 
Cellco Partnership/Verizon Wireless – Kings Road 
1245 Kings Road, Colonie 
Site plan for collocation of twelve panel antennas on an existing cell tower, an addition of an equipment 
shelter (12’x30’), and related fencing.  The cell tower is located at the rear of a commercial property and 
access is from a local street.  This project was previously reviewed for a special use permit in March 
2014 (case #7-14/3/1922) 
 
Case # 7-140401929 
Siena College – Grotto 
515 Loudon Road/SR 9, Siena College Campus, Colonie 
Site plan for construction of a grotto and surrounding gathering plaza, seating, walkways and 
landscaping on the existing college campus.  The proposed improvements total 5,000 s.f., 50% of which 
will be a permeable paver system. 
 
Case # 10-140401932 
Gina Tralongo 
1800 Western Avenue/SR 20, Albany 
Special use permit to allow a yoga center to occupy a space within an existing shopping plaza. 
 
Advisory:  The Town should ensure that adequate parking is available for all of the uses of the plaza 
 
Case # 140401933 
Xu Guo 
1800 Western Avenue/SR 20, Albany 
Special use permit to allow a nail salon in an existing shopping center. 
 
Case # 10-140401934 
James Scaccia 
2511 Western Avenue/SR 20 
Special use permit to allow a beauty salon as a tenant in an existing commercial building.  Parking is 
provided.  No changes are shown to the existing access to SR 20. 
 
Case 7-140401937 
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Land Use Law 2014 update – signs and special use permits 
Town-wide 
A local law that is an amendment to the zoning ordinance for changes to several different sections that 
pertain to special use permits.  An additional special use permit is created called the Planning Special 
Use Permit.  There is also an addition to the sign section to include A-Frame signs.  The Table of 
Permitted Uses has been updated as well. 
 
Case 17-140401941 
Schulyer Plaza 
1601 Broadway, Watervliet 
Site plan for a redevelopment of a section of shopping plaza.  One section of the building will be 
demolished and replaced with additional parking and an additional tenant space will be added (4,250 
s.f.) to the end of the building.  The existing access driveways will not change. 
 
Case # 18-140401945 
Jim Parent 
311 CR 410, Westerlo 
Area variance from side yard setback to allow a detached garage to be built for a single family residence 
25’ from the side property line where 50’ is required.  No change to the driveway access to CR 410 is 
show.  The garage is setback more than 150’ from the road. 
 
Case # 5-140401948 
Crown Point LTD 
2363 Route 9W, Ravena 
Site plan for renovation of an existing commercial building previously used for care sales and office 
space to be used for a retail rug store with an office.  Access to Route 9W and parking is existing. 
  
 

GML CASES RECOMMENDED FOR MODIFICATION 
 

Case # 2-140401925 
Fiamma Rieckman 
182 Main Street/SR 146, Altamont 
Special use permit to allow a café and gift shop use in an existing building in the commercial business 
zone.  There is existing access to SR 146 and parking at the rear of the building. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Review by the Albany County Department of Health for food service and other required permits 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Paul Cooney.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 10-140401930 
David Hosler 
115 SR 146, Altamont  
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Special use permit to allow construction of a mixed use building for two offices and one dwelling unit 
and a parking lot in a Local Business zone.  Area variances are also needed for the size of the apartment, 
side yard setback (15’ given where 25’ is required), and a reduction in the number of parking spaces.  
There will be a new driveway access to SR 146.  The driveway length is approximately 180 feet. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Review by the NYSDOT for design of highway access, drainage and assessment of road capacity. 
2. The local fire department should review the plan for the adequacy of access; due to the long, 

narrow driveway and possible need for a turn – around area. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Vincent McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Dominic 
Rigosu and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 4-140401938 
Alex Leibowiz 
11 Midland Avenue, Albany 
Subdivision of 1.82 acres into three lots.  Lot 1 is .64 acres, lot 2 is .54 acres and has an existing 
residence, lot 3 is .63 acres.  All of the lots have driveways to a local street, Midland Avenue. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Any work within the right of way of CR 204 for infrastructure improvements will require a 
highway work permit from Albany County Department of Public Works. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
  
Case # 4-140401939 
South Albany Airport 
6 Old School Road/CR 55, Selkirk 
Site plan and special use permit for changes to the fuel facility at an airport, expansion of an apron area 
(50’x225’) to accommodate aircraft that are tied down, installation of a concrete helipad and expansion 
of the stormwater management system.  Existing fuel tanks will be removed and two new above ground 
8,000 gallon fuel tanks installed. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Review by the NYSDEC to determine potential jurisdiction under bulk petroleum storage 
regulations. 

2. A Notice of Intent filed with the NYSDEC affirming that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
has been prepared is being implemented or submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan that is consistent with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges (GP-
01-10-001, January 29, 2010) for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land. 

3. Notification to the local fire department due to the size of the fuel storage tanks. 
4. Applicant should comply with any FAA regulations that apply to the fuel storage, handling and 

dispensing; Title 14 CFR Park 139.1, if not already in place. 
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There was discussion by the board of fuel tanks and their location in close proximity to the runway.  The 
board agreed that an advisory should be added for the town to reconsider the location of the new fuel 
tanks. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion with the addition of the advisory discussed for the safety concern of the 
location of the tanks to the runway was made by Paul Cooney.  The motion was seconded by Dominic 
Rigosu and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
 
Case # 4-140401940 
Trinity Manor Phase 5 Re-Subdivision 
Reuter Drive, Selkirk 
A change to a previously approved residential subdivision that was 22 single family lots with a minimum 
lot size of 14,250 s.f.  The new proposal is for 30 lots with a minimum lot size of 2,750 s.f., 12.29 acres 
are set aside for open space preservation, and 1.32 acres are federal wetlands that are not shown to be 
disturbed.  Access is from an internal subdivision street off of a local road. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Review by Albany County Department of Health for realty subdivision permits. 
2. Any wetlands disturbance will require notification to and review by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers for permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
3. A Notice of Intent filed with the NYSDEC affirming that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

has been prepared is being implemented or submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan that is consistent with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges (GP-
01-10-001, January 29, 2010) for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 13-140401943 
New Cingular Wireless PCS 
Krumkill Road/Johnston Road, located behind Canterbury Park in Guilderland  
Site plan to allow approximately 1,276 s.f. in roadway on private land for access to a proposed cell tower 
on lands that fall within the Town of Guilderland and the Town of New Scotland. 
The proposed cell tower was reviewed for a special use permit from Guilderland by ACPB in March 2014 
as case #10-14/3/1911.  The Town of Guilderland is doing a coordinated SEQR review for the project.  
The proposed roadway will be 12’ wide with a 20’ wide utility easement, there is existing access to 
Krumkill Road because a portion of the road is existing.  An agricultural data statement is included in the 
file. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1. A Notice of Intent filed with the NYSDEC affirming that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
has been prepared is being implemented or submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan that is consistent with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges (GP-
01-10-001, January 29, 2010) for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land. 
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A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Vincent McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
Cooney and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 13-140401944 
Renaissance Festival LLC 
Indian Ladder Farms, Route 156, Altamont 
Special use permit to allow an entertainment event for two days in the month of June 2014 at the Indian 
Ladder Farms orchard property.  Applicant is estimating a total of 1,00 to 2,000 people to attend over 
the course of the two day event.  There is an estimate for 100-150 cars parked at any given time 
throughout each day.  The organizers have submitted an emergency plan with procedures for handling a 
variety of possible emergency situations.  The event planning includes area for parking, vendors for 
food, portable toilets, and emergency vehicle access.  The property is located along SR 156 at an existing 
commercial orchard and farm store that has held other events in the past. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Notification to the Albany County Sherriff’s Department for review and comment on emergency 
access and the emergency plan. 

2. Review by Albany County Department of Health for possible food service permits for vendors. 
3. Notification to the local fire department for review and comment on emergency access and the 

emergency plan. 
  

A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 7-140401927 
First Columbia Hotel/Office 
227 Wolf Road & 652 Albany Shaker Road, Colonie 
Site plan for construction of a seven story hotel with 174 rooms (153,358 s.f.) and a three story office 
building (45,000 s.f.) on a 8 acre vacant parcel.  The concept plan shows access to wolf Road across from 
the Northway exit 4 exit ram, however NYS DOT has not approved the proposed design.  Access is also 
shown to CR 151 with two driveways; one being for right turns only, the second restricting left turns.  A 
traffic analysis was submitted to AC DPW. The site has designated wetlands, a watercourse (Shaker 
Creek) that is classified by NYS DEC and flows to County owned Ann Lee Pond, which has been identified 
as an impaired water body.  The creek is piped for most of the length of the property.  A stormwater 
management basin is shown on the plan near the CR 151 frontage.  The property falls within the Airport 
Area GEIS Study Area and will be reviewed for mitigation from impacts. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1. Review by the Albany County Department of Health for temporary residence required permits. 
2. Review by the Albany County Department of Public Works for design of highway access, 

assessment of road capacity, and drainage.  Applicant should note that the western driveway 
entrance should be right in and out only with a raised island to protect against left turns.  DPW 
has further concerns regarding the two way left turn lane shown along CR 151 in the traffic 
study and the need for traffic analysis for a total build out of the property adjacent to the east 
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that was previously shown as part of this current development.  Further meetings for traffic 
planning are needed between county DPW Engineering, the town, NYS DOT and the applicant. 

3. Any wetlands disturbance will require notification to and review by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

4. A Notice of Intent filed with the NYSDEC affirming that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
has been prepared is being implemented or submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan that is consistent with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges (GP-
01-10-001, January 29, 2010) for construction activities that disturb more than one acre of land. 

5. Review by the FAA (form 7460-1 available from www.faa.gov) and notification to Albany County 
Airport Authority for FAA FAR Part 77 Aeronautical Impact Notification for temporary 
construction related and structural incursions within the prescribed Runway Approach Surfaces. 

6. Review by the NYS DOT for design of highway access, drainage and assessment of road capacity. 
7. The stormwater management plans (SWPPP) should be sent to Albany County Department of 

Public Works Engineering for review and comment.  The stormwater plans must meet enhanced 
phosphorus standards as set forth in the NYS DEC Stormwater Management Design Manual. 

8. It should be determined if any permits are needed from the NYS DEC pursuant to Article 15 due 
to the Shaker Creek being a classified stream. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
Cooney and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 16-140401936 
Henry Rauch-subdivision 
35 School Road/CR 208, Voorheesville 
Subdivision of 5 acres into four residential lots.  Lot one is 1 acre, lot 2 is 1.05 acres, lot 3 is 1.10 
acres and lot 4 is 1.85 acres.  All of the lots will have access to CR 208.  Lot 4 has designated Federal 
wetlands across most of the frontage alone CR 208.  All of the lots will have access to municipal 
water, but will have private septic systems. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
1.  Review by Albany County Department of Health for septic systems needed for each lot before 

building permits are issued. 
2. A driveway permit from Albany County Department of Public Works will be required for each 

lot. 
3. Any wetlands disturbance on lot #4 will require notification to and review by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers for permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
 

A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Vincent McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Dominic 
Rigosu and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 13-140401942 
Carmen Fasulo 
425 Unionville-Feura Bush Road/CR 308, Feura Bush 
Special use permit to allow a kennel with boarding, grooming and day care services to operate on a 
property in the residential agricultural zone.  The property has existing buildings that will be converted 
for the use of up to seventeen kennels.  There is an existing septic system on the property and two 
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wells.  Applicant states that animal waste will be dumped in a commercial dumpster and picked up by a 
commercial garbage hauler.  There is existing access to CR 308 from a circular driveway. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Although the property has existing access to CR 308 the applicant’s proposal for a commercial 
garbage hauler to regularly access the driveway will require a commercial driveway entrance 
width with an appropriate radius.  Applicant should contact ACDPW Engineering for a 
commercial driveway permit. 

2. The Town should address the issues of access of the northern end of the driveway to Atwood 
Lane as part of this special use permit.  It should be determined if there is a shared access 
agreement with the owner of Atwood Lane.  It should be noted that any use by a commercial 
vehicle (garbage truck) will impact Atwood Lane. 
 

A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Vincent McArdle.  The motion was seconded by Dominic 
Rigosu and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:37 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the Albany County Planning Board will be on Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. in 
the conference room of the Albany County Department of Public Works 449 New Salem Road, 
Voorheesville, NY  12186 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  


