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Minutes 
Albany County Planning Board 

February 20, 2014 
 
 

Present: 
Michael DeVall, Chair, Paul Cooney, Vincent McArdle, Dominic Rigosu, Bill Anslow, David Reilly 
 
Albany County Planning: 
Leslie Lombardo 
 
Secretary: 
Janis Dunham Relyea 
 
A call to order: 
Michael DeVall called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m. 
 
Approval of minutes: 
A motion to accept the minutes from the January 16, 2014 meeting was made by Paul Cooney.  The 
motion was seconded by Vincent McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 

GML CASES RECOMMNEDED FOR DEFER TO LOCAL CONSIDERATION 
 

A motion was made by Dominic Rigosu to consider the cases for Defer to Local Consideration and to 
approve as is.  There were 7 cases for defer.  The motion was seconded by Vincent McArdle and 
unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 10-140201889 
Carman Plaza 
3770 Carman Road/SR 146, southwest corner of SR 146 & Old State Road, Schenectady 
Special use permit to allow shopping center to be reclassified as a Designed Local Shopping Center 
under the zoning definitions so that the special use permits from the Zoning Board will not be necessary 
for tenants as long as their use is listed under the Local Business Zoning. 
 
Case # 10-140201891 
Pai’s Tae Kwon Do 
1758 Western Avenue/SR 20, southwest corner of SR 20 & Homes Terrace, Albany 
Area variance from maximum square footage allowed for signs and front setback to allow a free 
standing commercial sign that is 64 s.f. where 50 s.f. is allowed.  The sign will be setback 12’ from SR 20.  
Code requires 20’ setback from right of way. 
 
Advisory Note:  The Town Zoning Board should consider the precedent setting nature of allowing 
significant area variances to the sign code in the commercial zone. 
 
Case # 4-140201892 
Capital Cities  
617 Route 9W, west side of 9W, south of Beacon Road, Glenmont 



ACPB Page 2 
2/20/2014 

Site plan and special use permit for an expansion of an existing automobile dealership.  Applicant 
proposes to install a new drive-thru canopy on the side of the building, a new car delivery area, a new 
entrance to the existing building and an addition of 90 parking spaces to the existing parking lot.  
Applicant states that site disturbance is less than 1 acre.  No changes to the two access points to Route 
9W are shown. 
 
Case # 10-140201893 
New Cingular Wireless AT&T 
6373 Hawes Road, southwest of SR 146 and Weaver Road, Altamont 
Special Use permit to allow colocation of nine telecommunication antennas on an existing National Grid 
electrical tower and placement of an equipment shelter and generator within the existing leased 
compound.  The installation will not increase the height of the tower.   
 
Case # 13-140201896 
Charles Shufelt 
181 North Road, west side of North Road, South of Upper Flat Rock Road, New Scotland 
Subdivision that is a lot line adjustment between two properties.  One lot that is 2.98 acres will transfer 
1.14 acres to the adjacent lot to create 3.28 lot.  An agricultural data statement is included in the file.  
Access is to a town road for both properties. 
 
Case # 13-140201900 
Joseph Guiffre/New Salem Properties 
14 Meadowbrook Place, south side of Meadowbrook Place, south side of New Salem South Road, New 
Salem 
Subdivision that is a lot line adjustment to merge two properties under the same ownership.  A 1.57 
acre vacant parcel will be merged with an adjacent larger lot.  An agricultural data statement is included 
in the file.  Access to the properties are from local streets. 
 
Case # 13-140201902 
Rene Fracchetti – pond 
Special use permit to allow a pond on a residential property. The pond has already been built and 
measures 75’ x 75’  The pond is located at the rear of the 11 acre property.  An agricultural data 
statement is included in the file. 
 
 

GML CASES RECOMMENDED FOR MODIFICATION 
 
 
Case # 16-140201894 
Daniel Dergosits – special use permit 
18 Foundry Road, west side of South Main Street/CR 201, Voorheesville 
Special use permit to allow a recreational vehicle (ATV’s and snowmobiles) sales and service shop in the 
industrial zone.  Applicant is requesting to build a 40’ x 28’ garage on a property that has an existing 
residence.  A site plan was not included with the application.  No details are shown on the hand drawing 
for parking areas, surface types (paved or gravel), or driveway locations.  There is a wetland at the rear 
of the property that is within ACOE jurisdiction. 
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Staff opinion is to disapprove without prejudice.  The application did not include a site plan that was 
adequate for a review for a commercial property use.  

 
Advisory Note:  If the Village approves the request it should ensure that groundwater and wetland areas 
in close proximity be protected from any vehicle fluids that may seep or spill from vehicles being 
repaired on the property. Proper storage areas for vehicles on impervious surfaces is needed. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 10-140201890 
Dan and Madelaine Tarullo 
6275 Johnston Road/CR 203, west side of CR 203, across from driveway to Westmere School, 
Guilderland 
Special use permit and area variance to allow a residence to be converted to a hair salon.  The existing 
driveway is located across the street from the driveway to an elementary school and approximately 50’ 
from the entrance to a shopping center.  Applicant states that 9 parking spaces are needed for 1-3 
employees with a future increase of up to 14 spaces with 5 employees.  The existing paved area around 
the garage will be added to with crushed stone to accommodate parking in the rear.  An area variance is 
needed for the front yard setback to allow a deck and entrance ramp to be built 10’ where 45’ is 
required.  The existing building is setback 17’.  A variance from parking is also required, 9 spaces instead 
of the required 12 spaces. 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Any approval by the town should include the condition that the property owner not be allowed 
to pave the proposed parking area without providing on site drainage accommodation.  The 
County will not allow any additional drainage from private property to the Johnston Road 
drainage system. 

2. Review by the Albany County Department of Public Works for design of highway access, 
assessment of road capacity and drainage. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
Case # 13-140201897 
Ambrose and June Alberts 
191 Cass Hill Road, south side of Cass Hill Road, east of Dunbar Hollow Road, New Scotland 
Subdivision of a 41 acre parcel into two lots.  One lot will be 18.41 acres to be sold for construction of a 
residence.  The remaining acreage will be the second lot.  An agricultural data statement is included in 
the file.  The 18 acre lot will be a flag lot with access to Cass Hill Road, a town road.  There is agricultural 
district note and a stormwater construction activity note on the plat. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Albany County Department of Health should evaluate the property for water and septic as part 
of the subdivision of the land. 
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Bill Anslow made the suggestion that an advisory be added with the standard language the board uses 
for flag lots, saying that flag lots are not recommended by the board, the concern for all the close  
driveways to the road, even though it’s not a county road, he thinks it should be said.  There was 
agreement among board members. 
 
A motion to accept staff opinion with the addition of an advisory to say the board does not recommend 
flag lots with multiple driveways was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 
 
Case # 13-140201899 
Jeffrey Marshall & Rosemary Hall 
15 Hilton Road, west side of Hilton, south side of the Albany County Rail Trail, Voorheesville 
Subdivision of 5.68 acres into two lots.  Lot one will be 3.53 acres and is directly adjacent to the Albany 
County Rail Trail for 1,300 feet.  There are vacant buildings on the property as well as a circular 
driveway.  Lot two is 2.15 acres and is vacant.  Lot 1 is located at a point on Hilton Road where the rail 
trail crosses the street at a slightly higher elevation and curve in the road.  A future driveway for rail trail 
access is planned on the north side of the trail at the intersection with Hilton, approximately 200’ north 
of the driveway for lot #1. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 

1.  Albany County DPW Engineering has a concern for the driveway and potential drainage impacts 
to the rail trail drainage system from proposed lot #1.  The driveway for the property should be 
located on the southwesterly corner and should not be allowed to have two access points to 
Hilton Road in order to ensure safety of users of the rail trail.  The owner of the property should 
also be aware that any grading done on the property can not negatively impact the rail trail 
drainage system. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Paul Cooney.  The motion was seconded by Vincent 
McArdle and unanimously approved by the board. 
 

Case # 13-1402011901 
Michael Waldbillig 

244 Normanskill Road, northwest corner of Krumkill Road, north of Font Grove Road, New Scotland 
Subdivision that is a lot line adjustment between two properties.  A 110 acre parcel will transfer 1.72 
acre parcel to an adjoining lot, creating a 9.42 acre parcel.  An agricultural data statement is 
included in the file.  The boundary with the Town of Guilderland runs through the 110 acre parcel. 
 
Staff opinion is to modify local approval to include: 
 
1.  Notification of the application should be sent to the adjacent Town of Guilderland. 

 
A motion to accept staff opinion was made by Dominic Rigosu.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
Cooney and unanimously approved by the board. 
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Chairman DeVall asked if there were any comments for the letter prepared by Leslie for the response to 
the County Executive’s Office notification letter to the Planning Board for the SEQR process for the Ann 
Lee Home/Soldier On proposed project for services and residences for veterans.  The property’s physical 
characteristics were discussed by the board.  There was agreement by the board that the letter as 
written should be sent back for the SEQR response. 
 
There was further discussion regarding a draft comment letter by staff on the proposed changes to the 
County Charter as proposed by the Charter Review Commission in their report released in January 2014.  
The comments concerned the proposed changes involving the structural organization of the planning 
function and details about the board.  It was decided by the board that since there has been no official 
request for comments from the Legislature on the proposed charter changes than the draft letter should 
be held until such a time when comments are invited. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the Albany County Planning Board will be on Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 3:30 p.m. 
in the conference room of the Albany County Department of Public Works 449 New Salem Road, 
Voorheesville, NY  12186. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


